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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. Claims 1-21 and 31-36 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Independent claims 1 and 31 recite a magnetic recording medium comprising a 
non-magnetic base film and a binder containing magnetic layer comprising magnetic 
acicular cobalt coated iron oxide particles or magnetic acicular metal particles having an 
average particle size of 0.051 to 0.35 microns and coated with organosilicon selected 
from the group consisting of an alkoxysilane and polysiloxane and a carbon black coat 
formed on the organosilicon compound in an amount of more than 10 to 40 parts by 
weight based on 100 parts by weight of said magnetic particles. 

Independent claim 33 recites a magnetic recording medium comprising a non- 
magnetic base film and a binder containing magnetic layer comprising magnetic acicular 
cobalt coated iron oxide particles or magnetic acicular metal particles having an 
average particle size of 0.051 to 0.35 microns and coated with organosilicon selected 
from the group consisting of an alkoxysilane and polysiloxane and a carbon black coat 
formed on the organosilicon compound in an amount of 0.5 to 10 parts by weight based 
on 100 parts by weight of said magnetic particles. 

The closest prior art, Hayashi et al. (EP 0957 474 A1 ), discloses a magnetic 
recording medium comprising a nonmagnetic base film, and a magnetic recording layer 
comprising a binder and black magnetic acicular composite particles having an average 
particle size of 0.051 to 0.72 microns and comprise magnetic acicular particles coated 
with a organosilane compound, a polysiloxane or a modified polysiloxane and a carbon 
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black coat on the organosilicon coat wherein the amount of the carbon black is 0.5 to 10 
parts by weight per 100 parts by weight of the magnetic particle and wherein the carbon 
black particles have a particle size of 0.002 to 0.05 microns. The rejection of claims 1- 
19, 31 , and 32 under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by Hayashi et al. (EP 0957 
474 Al ) and the rejection of claims 20, 21 , and 33-36 under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hayashi et al. (EP 0957 474 Al ) in view of Hayashi et al. (US 
5,830,557) have been overcome given that the Applicants have perfected their claim to 
foreign priority. The Applicants foreign priority filing dates antedate Hayashi et al. (EP 
0957 474 Al) and the Applicants have filed certified priority documents and the certified 
English language translations and the Examiner has established that the priority 
document satisfies the enablement and description requirements of 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
Paragraph. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sheeba Ahmed whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1504. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays and Thursdays from 8am to 
6pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Thibodeau can be reached on (571)272-1516. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Sheeba Ahmed 
Art Unit 1773 
March 2, 2004 



